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this security shows itself through a surer control of his plot and
a greater ease in effecting the progressive relationships of his
characters, the most distinctive mark of it is that his matter
has now acquired a more searching significance for life, and a
closer bearing on the facts of existence. As an artist, Shake-
speare is attaining a comic idea, but attaining it as an artist,
through his imaginative apprehension, not through his work-
a-day reason. Even in A Midsummer Nighfs Dream it is not by
any means fully evolved; and the sign of its imperfection is that
as yet it has not fully apprehended the part to be played in the
comic idea by the sense for character; and so, technically, the
weakest part of the play is its characterisation. But sufficient
progress in other respects is obvious by ready reference to its
forerunners.

Thus, once the guffaws over The Taming of the Shrew have
died down, it becomes clear that Pctruchio's is a specious
triumph. If man can be like Petruchio, if, like Petruchio, he
can choose his mate on strictly economic principles, if the ob-
ject of wiving is wealth and domestic comfort alone, then
there is no more to be said. The Taming of the Shrew is the last
word of wisdom. But none of these qualifications held good for
Shakespeare or for his contemporaries. They were different
in temper from Petruchio. Wiving for them was wooing.
They clamoured for romance, because they themselves had
become romantic. They were different in spiritual kind from
the men of the older world where Petruchio would have been
congenially at home, and their world itself was different. They
clamoured for the romantic representation of love because
they had learnt, in the meantime, that love was a romantic
1 experience. Reading in the chronicle of wasted time the
description of fairest wights, hearing beauty making beautiful
old rhyme in praise of ladies dead and lovely knights, they had
added to their own spiritual susceptibilities; they had inured in
themselves the habit of experiencing the pains and the pleasures
of love as a romantic ecstasy, the most decisive and the most
significant episode in human life. Turn at random to any